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common problem for aspiring songwriters is being stuck for ideas, but if you let
them, ideas can come from anywhere. You can even take ideas from just looking
around you where you are now.
Here are some ways that you can turn what is in and around your house into the
spark that ignites a song being written.

Objects for Lyrics: Look around the area that you are in and pick an object. It
might be a table, book or chair. Let’s use book as an example. Write the word ‘book’
and then follow with words that rhyme with ‘book’. Use this to start a line. For
example: This is a song about a book, with a recipe which you cannot cook, a magic
sound that is a hook, the secret ingredient in a great song book.

Examples: Green by Goodshirt,
Cheap Sunglasses by ZZ Top, Cars by Gary Numan

Another way to come up with lyrics using household objects is to describe it in
great detail, but never reveal what it is. You can use this almost as a riddle, or even
to make the listener think that you are talking about something meaningful, when
in fact the lyrics are just about a steaming kettle!

Objects for music: Here's a nice challenge. Make music that would be the sound of
an object, area or animal. Think of something like a lava lamp. Would the music be
fast? Probably not. What qualities does a lava lamp radiate when switched on? It is
slow and smooth. It's contents change and create pictures to the person that is
watching. Could you make music to suit that atmosphere?

Examples: Effervescing Elephant by Syd Barrett/Pink Floyd, Dolphins by Ryan
Kershaw, Mountain Serenity by Byron M. Davis.

NZ Underground Festival.
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Symbolism/metaphor: Using symbol-
ism and metaphor is a very common,
and effective way to write a song. You
can write a song about a ‘hook’ but the
hook might represent not an actual hook,
but a thing that is keeping you from
achieving your dreams. You can use
words that mean other things from there
first thought of meaning, or even make
sounds on your guitar to represent
things.

Example: Star Spangled Banner
performed by Jimi Hendrix (hear the bombs
dropping and the machine guns?)

Physically using or recording an object:
(Funny thing happened today after
writing this article - my mate came over
and showed me pictures of him
recording a live hawk in the recording
studio. Literally a big f&*king bird flying
from one end of the room to the other!

You can use anything to make music
because music is sound based and most
things make sound when moved or
connecting with something else. On the
track Second Hand News, Fleetwood
Mac used tapping on a chair to get a
rhythm going, which can be heard on the
final recording. On Burning Of The
Midnight Lamp, Jimi Hendrix used a
hair comb wrapped in cellophane by
blowing into it to create a sound
reminiscent of a kazoo. What objects
lying around your room could you use
to create a unique sound. Bluesmen used
to use the necks of broken beer bottles to
create a slide effect, hence the term
‘bottleneck slide’

I have used a couple of things on my live
performances, which can be seen on my
Live @ Studio DVD.:

Examples: Deodorant can for slide, and toy
laser gun on Ryan Kershaw's performance of
Voodoo Child, from the Live @ Studio DVD

Story behind and evoked emotion:
Whilst it’s true that a picture can paint a
thousand words, it can also make you
cry, laugh, try and forget or wonder
what could have been. The greatest
songs come from a memory or the
stirring of the soul and there is nothing
like your emotions to help create a song.
You may have an ornament that a
relative had given you before they
passed away, or a piece of jewellery
from an ex-partner. These will evoke
emotion which can lead you to write
music.

These items may also have a story
behind them that you can write the
soundtrack too, or you may be going
through something that causes you to
write.
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I often think that although it can be best to leave
interpretation open to the listener, knowing what a
song is about can often provide more relevance for
the listener and a sense of connection with the : N
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music now using one of the ideas I have gone over
in this article.

Rockshop stores, and has limited spaces

Great for students wanting to pass NCEA
or compete in the Rockquest competition.
From jamming over buzzy dubstep to old school
thrash metal or grunge, delta blues to the
psychedelic 60’s, learn it all from a
professional Kiwi musician.

COACHING FOR BANDS ALSO AVAILABLE. FIRST IN FIRST SERVED.

youtube.com/musictalksTV

ﬁ Ex PE RT ﬁ Get the answers to:
- How to start a band
- Where are the best venues to play
M I A H l N G - How to get the gigs that you want
' A - What organisations are there to help you

- How to balance your music and the rest of your life
- How to make your songs sound better

- How to get on radio and t.v

- What to do between gigs to help your band

Ryan has been in bands since he was 12 years old and
has seen many ups and downs in that time. So he knows
personally what you will be going through. To get a head

start in the tough music industry, book a session now. ; .
Personal band coaching and career guidance from Ryan Kershaw

will give you so much important knowledge and give you the skills

Ryan is an active board member of Independent Music to get your music to where you want it to be.
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Email: ryankershawpresents@gmail.com

One Hour Intensive Session:

$200 per person or $100 per person for a band.
***Half Day Sessions Also Available Upon Enquiry***




